[Molecular variants of fibrinogen].
In the final step of blood coagulation, fibrin monomers polymerize spontaneously and are covalently linked by factor XIIIa. Mutations in one of the three genes coding for the fibrinogen peptides may disturb this process and lead to diseases such as afibrinogenemia or dysfibrinogenemia, or may even cause hereditary renal amyloidosis. In the brief overview presented here we summarize some of the molecular aspects of these diseases.